
Rummaging Around
 Signs of summer, at least where I live, include signs pointing 

the way to rummage sales. People go to garage sales or flea markets 
in pursuit of unusual conversation pieces, furniture that needs 
refinishing, or everyday items at bargain prices. Occasionally, 
buyers get more than they bargained for.

 On July 2, 1776, the Second 
Continental Congress voted on a 
resolution to declare the Colonies’ 
freedom. It then took a couple of days 
to get the text of the Declaration of 
Independence into final form. On July 4, 
a printer named John Dunlap made about 
200 copies for quick distribution.  

A scribe with impressively neat 
handwriting later made a fancy copy on 
vellum that 56 delegates to the Second Continental Congress signed 
for posterity, but our Founding Fathers wanted to get the word out 
fast. Only the names of John Hancock, as president of the Congress, 
and Charles Thomson, secretary, appear on the copies that John 
Dunlap printed. Those broadsides got delivered  right away for 
proclamation and reprinting in newspapers. 

 More than a century later, a guy bought a painting at a flea 
market in Adamstown, Pennsylvania. It was a bit torn, but he 
liked the frame and paid four dollars. Tucked behind the picture, 
he discovered what turned out to be one of the 25 or so Dunlap 
broadsides still in existence and sold it for millions. 

 Jesus compared discovering the Kingdom of heaven (right 
in our midst!) to finding buried treasure or a priceless pearl and 
selling every other possession to acquire that one thing of great 
value. Once you discovered Heart of the Nation’s Mass on TV or 
online, maybe you decided to give as much as you can so that you’ll 
have the Mass you treasure available each week.

 When we come together for Sunday Mass, we  unite in prayer 
for one another. People nationwide join in your prayers! Your gift 
in any amount to Heart of the Nation during this summer’s fund 
drive will be a sign of your faith in the Lord and pursuit of eternal 
happiness.
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Fr. Mark Payne
Chaplain

TV Mass shares “the glorious freedom of the children of God” (Romans 8). Please donate today!

SPecial DonaTion neeDeD 

FoR chaPel FloweRS
Producing the TV Mass has its 

challenges, including the need for 

Heart of the Nation to arrange 
in advance for the flowers, other 

plants, and Christmas trees that 

adorn Christ King Chapel. If you 

could make a one-time donation 

of $2,500, this very special gift 
would provide flowers and plants 

for six months. Please call Bruno 

John, executive director, at (414) 

475-4700 for information or to 

donate in this beautiful way.  



“This Mass fills 
my heart with 
gladness.”

~Kate

“I am a recent 
widow. Keeping 
my husband’s 
picture in my 
hands, we 
attend Mass.”

~Ellyn

“I am locked 
up. All the guys 
that I am locked 
up with, please 
bless them with 
a prayer.”

~Chris

Puzzled? Ask the Lord for Help.
 Puzzles can challenge, intrigue, and sometimes 

frustrate us. One kind, requiring the rearrangement of 
geometric pieces to fit into different outlines, dates back 
to Biblical times. A seven-piece version, called a Tangram, 
starts as a square but can make figures as varied as a person,  boat, or a bird in flight.

Jesus gave thanks 
that  the heavenly Father 
revealed to little ones what 
the “wise and learned” 
failed to see.  

Then as now, the world 
faced poverty and other 
big problems. We might 
wonder at Jesus’ promise 
of reward for something as 
simple as giving a cup of 
water to a little one. 

Today, hundreds of 
millions of people lack safe 
drinking water. Still, we can 
ask a child unable to reach 
the faucet why giving a 
cupful matters, and the little 
one will know. 

Even before they can 
solve a Tangram, little kids 
enjoy using pictures of how 
the pieces fit together to 
copy those designs. Jesus 
came to show us how the 

pieces of the Old Testament 
fit into the New Covenant. 
He wants us to copy His 
example.

More than that, the Lord 
helps us to see how the 
words of Scripture fit into 
our lives in varied ways, 
depending on our needs 
at the time. At Mass each 
week, we can experience 
comfort in the familiar 
words and yet surprise at 
what we make of them.

A pair of paradoxical 
Tangrams challenges the 
person doing the puzzle to 
form two monks that look 
almost exactly alike, except 
that one has feet showing 
beneath his robe.  It seems 
impossible that the feet 
don’t require an extra piece. 

The Lord encourages 
us to believe in possibility 
as we bring challenges and 
burdens and paradoxes 
of our lives to Him. It’s 
especially good advice when 
we’ve done all that we can 
for now.

We trust that God gives 
us all the pieces that we 
need in our lives, yet we 
puzzle over how things 
will come together for us. 
Sometimes, we’re baffled, 
but when we pray, God 
loves us to pieces.

Fr. Tony Scannell
Chaplain

St. Paul’s letter to the Romans expresses the hope that all of creation will “share in the 
glorious freedom of the children of God.” 

 “Illness or frailty can take away the freedom to go to Mass at a parish. Your gift 
during the Summer Fund Drive will bring the glory of holy Mass to viewers across the 
country,” said Fr. Mark Payne, chaplain for Heart of the Nation. 

 On the Fourth of July, we celebrate the Declaration of Independence signed by our 
Founding Fathers. Heart of the Nation, founded in 1982, depends on donations  to 
televise Mass each Sunday. 

 “We can’t organize a parade or light up the sky with fireworks in gratitude for your 
donation,” Father Mark said, “but your gift will be a wonderful declaration of your faith.”



Living with enthusiasm,  
determination, and even

 suffering all mean 
living with Passion.

Fr. Cedric Pisegna, C.P., combines the wisdom of Scripture and the 
practicality of everyday faith in Live with Passion!  His TV program airs 
along with Heart of the Nation’s Mass in Los Angeles and Houston for a 
spirited Catholic hour on Sunday mornings.  

July 4th Prayer
Lord Jesus,
You came to Earth for all people,
Filled with compassion for 
 humankind.
Thank you for the gift of freedom
To serve You with heart and 
 soul and mind.

May I never take for granted
Liberty to pursue happiness.
I pray to find my greatest joy
In gratitude for ways I am 
 blessed.

I come to You in hope for peace
Founded on Your truths 
 made evident.
Please mend the rifts and bring
 oneness
That declares Your loving
 Providence. 

Growing 
old and getting 
old mean two 
different things 
to Fr. Cedric. 
“If you grow 
older, you grow 

in virtue, discover new talents, and 
develop the potential you have,” 
he explained. For people who can’t 
do everything they once could, he 
proclaims that even limitations and 
suffering have meaning. 

“The gift of gratitude can emerge. 
You begin to appreciate what you 
can do,” Fr. Cedric said. One episode 
of Live with Passion! spotlighted 
the example of Beethoven, who 
composed the Ode to Joy after 
becoming deaf.

Each Scripture-based episode 
has a theme. “No one saw Jesus’ 
Resurrection, but many have 
encountered it,” Fr. Cedric said as he 
related the “Rise” theme to rebirth in 
overcoming tough circumstances.       

Ordained 26 years ago, Fr. Cedric 
grew up in a Catholic family of 
five in the small town of Agawam, 
Massachusetts. He now lives at a 
Passionist retreat center in Houston 
but travels to give parish missions. 
He also produces for radio, the Web, 
and nationwide TV ministry on 
TBN.      

Two near-death experiences at 
age 19 provided the push he needed 
to discern a call to priesthood. In 
Live with Passion! and 21 books 

to date, he doesn’t shy away from 
themes such as surrender and being 
better, not bitter.

Living with passion and 
surrendering might seem 
contradictory, but Fr. Cedric draws 
the connection. “Surrender is 
yielding and abandoning yourself to 
God. Far from throwing in the towel, 
it is when you do positive things 
for God.” We surrender when we  
passionately give of ourselves for the 
people around us. 

“St. Paul made mistakes but 
pressed on,” Fr. Cedric said while 
encouraging exuberant hope. “Learn 
from the past, live in the moment, 
and look to the future!” 

Catholic Hour
Join Heart of the Nation and 

Fr. Cedric for an inspiring hour 
on TV or online:

houston
The KUBE 57

Live with Passion! at 8:30 a.m.
Sunday TV Mass at 10:30 a.m.

los angeles
KDOC Channel 56

Live with Passion! at 8:30 a.m.
Sunday TV Mass at 9:00 a.m.

online
www.FrCedric.org

www.HeartoftheNation.org
(Web sites include program video 

and TV channel guides.)

independence Day 
Quiz for catholics

1. How many Catholics signed the 
Declaration of Independence? 

2. Name the Catholic who became 
an aide to General George 
Washington and the first person 
known to use “the United States 
of America” in official writing.

3. This Catholic served as a naval 
commander in the American 
Revolution and unofficial “Father 
of the Navy.”  

4. This merchant and Patriot who 
served on the Philadelphia 
Committee of Correspondence 
later became one of two 
Catholics  to sign the U.S. 
Constitution.  

5. Thomas Jefferson made margin 
notes in his copy of a book by 
this inspirational saint born 
about 200 years before him.

(Answers are on page  4.)



With gratitude, Heart of the Nation welcomes new members to the Circle of the Heart 
monthly giving club. As a member, you will be included in prayers placed before the altar 
for every Sunday TV Mass. To join, please mark the box on your donation envelope, and 
indicate the amount of your pledge. (If you need to change or cancel your pledge, just call, 
e-mail, or send a note to Heart of the Nation.) Thank you!
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Toll-Free: (855) 855-6277 

E-mail: 
Mail@HeartoftheNation.org

For local time and channel 
information, please visit 

www.HeartoftheNation.org 
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Prayer & Worship Guide: Order for Yourself
Or As a Gift for Someone You Love 
❏ Please start a free annual subscription to the large-print Prayer & Worship Guide, 
 published 7 times per year by Heart of the Nation. Send it to the person listed below:

Name (please print):______________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:____________________________________________ State:_________ Zip Code:________________

Please return this form to Heart of the Nation, 1126 S. 70th Street, Suite N601, Milwaukee, WI  53214. 
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.  Thank You!
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Joseph Toth
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Kurt Wolff

Thomas Yocis
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July 4 Quiz answers:  1) Charles Carroll was the only Catholic to sign the Declaration; 
2) Stephen Moylan wrote a letter in January 1776 that expressed his desire to 
represent “the United States of America” in seeking Spain’s support; 3) Commodore 
John Barry liked to begin the days at sea by reading a Scripture passage to his 
crew; 4) Merchant Thomas Fitzsimons and Daniel Carroll, both Catholic, signed 
the Constitution; 5) Saint Robert Bellarmine wrote in opposition to the purported 
“divine right” of monarchs to assume power without consent of the people.


